
violence organizations and requires that the 
programs be voluntary (families can not be 
sanctioned for not participating). 

· Allows states to provide assistance to teen par-
ents not living with an adult for up to 60 days. 

· Includes money for special purpose grants (car 
purchase programs, transitional programs for 
recipients with barriers, domestic violence) and 
increases funding to tribal welfare programs. 

 
 

The good: 
S. 667 would allow states to have up to 10% of 
their TANF caseload enrolled in a special two or 
four year undergraduate or vocational training pro-
gram. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The really, really ugly: 
H.R 240 includes requiring states to drug test 
applicants and recipients of TANF assistance.  
Positive tests would lead to a sanction of the whole 
family’s benefits for up to 3 years. 

            The current TANF (welfare) program has been 
extended, once again, through June 30 while con-
gress hashes out a compromise for reauthorization.  
Both sides have come up with their own bills, the Sen-
ate - S. 667 and the House - H.R. 240.  The House bill 
is very similar to President Bushes idea of reauthori-
zation. Below is a brief look at the good, the bad, and 
the ugly in S. 667 and H.R. 240.   
 
The Personal Responsibility, Work, and Family 
Promotion Act , H.R. 240: 
· Increases the number of work activity hours re-

quired to 40 a week. 
· Eliminates job search and vocational education as  

work activities, count only paid work, on the job 
training, community services, and work experi-
ence. 

· Limits the treatment for mental health disorders, 
substance abuse and other "hidden" barriers to 3 
months.  

· Increases child care funding by only $1 billion over 
5 years. 

· Includes $100 million for marriage promotion ac-
tivities. 

· Includes full family sanctions for failing to partici-
pate in work activities. 

 
The Personal Responsibility and Individual Devel-
opment for Everyone Act (PRIDE Act) S. 667 
· Increases the number of work activity hours to 34 

hours a week  with a lower requirement of 24 
hours a week for single parents  with a pre-school 
child. 

· Increases childcare funding to $6 billion over 5 
years. 

· Counts caring for a child with a disability as a work 
activity  

· Allows for counting rehabilitative services for dis-
abled people including drug and substance abuse 
as a work activity. 

· Includes $100 million for marriage promotion pro-
grams but requires states to work with domestic 
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Things can change rapidly with policy and 
legislation.  By the time you receive this 
newsletter things may have changed drasti-
cally. For the most recent information con-
tact the office (304)347-9222 or join our 
email list serve by sending an email to 
theDAWG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
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            People throughout the nation 
are banning together to let their 
voices be heard  about the Presi-
dents budget.  Our tax dollars are 
our investment in the future and the 
way our government chooses to 
spend our tax dollars reflects on our 
nations priorities.  The current 
budget proposed by the President 

does not use this investment wisely.  It does not repre-
sent our values as a nation.  
 

Under Bush’s Budget: 
·  300,000 children will lose child care assistance. 
·  200,000 to 300,000 people will lose food stamp 

benefits. 
· 25,000 children will lose access to Head Start 

and Early Head Start. 
· Nearly 230,000 children will lose Medicaid cover-

age. 
 

Bush’s Budget would also eliminate: 
· the Community Food and Nutrition program. 
· funding for Even Start, a $225 million program 

that targets low-income children at risk of illiteracy 
and their illiterate or semi-literate parents. 

· the GEAR UP, Upward Bound and Talent 
Search programs. 

· $441 million in grants to states to promote drug 
free schools. 

·  the Perkins student loan program, which helped 
673,000 students in 2004. 

· a block grant that provides $131 million for preven-
tative health services. 

· the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) programs, which provides critical eco-
nomic support to low income urban communities. 

· $260 million in economic development programs 
earmarked by members of Congress this year. 

· the $24 million rural housing and economic de-
velopment program. 

· the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG), a 
$637 million program that helps provide a wide 
range of housing, nutrition, education and employ-
ment services to low-income people. 

· a $33 million program to reduce alcohol abuse 
among students. 

 

Bush’s Budget would also 
· cut funding for the Low Income Heating and En-

ergy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) by almost 
$200 million, even though two-thirds of all families 
receiving LIHEAP assistance have incomes of less 
than $8,000 a year. 

· cut Medicaid funding by $60 billion. The dol-
lar amount lost in the fifth year of the proposal 
alone would provide health coverage for over 
345,000 seniors or almost 1.8 million children. 

· cut funding for local fire departments by 
$215 million, about 30 percent. 

·  cut nearly $370 million from a fund that sup-
ports efforts to improve water quality. 

· funding for One-Stop Career Centers is re-
duced from its current $963 million to only $84 
million under the President’s budget – a cut of 
$879 million. 

· the President’s budget will more than double 
the co-payment charged to many veterans for 
prescription drugs and would require some to 
pay a new fee of $250 a year to use govern-
ment health care. 

· the CDC public health emergency fund will 
be cut by 12.6 percent under the President’s 
budget. 

· funding for a program that trains nurses, den-
tists and other health professionals will be cut 
by 64 percent, and a program that trains doc-
tors at children©s hospitals will be cut by 33 
percent ($100 million) under the President’s 
budget. 

 
Are theses your priorities?   
 

Do these funding cuts represent your values?    

Is this how you want your tax money spent?  
 

 
Visit one of these websites or contact DAWG 
to find out more. 
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a project of 

Center for Community Change 

www.actionsspeaklouder.org 
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www.chn.org 
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           AESI is a newly formed economic justice coali-
tion that grew out of the Stop the TANF Cuts Campaign.  
The Alliance is a group of organizations, individuals, 
and family members that are concerned with economic 
justice issues that affect West Virginia families.  This 
means that not only will this group focus on TANF is-
sues but on all economic issues that impact West Vir-
ginia families. 
            AESI was formed around the principles con-
tained in the Bill of Economic Rights that President 
Roosevelt outlined in his 1944 address to Congress.  
Roosevelt stated that “We have come to a clear realiza-
tion of the fact that true individual freedom cannot exist 
without economic security and independence.“  
 
The Alliance for Economic Security and Independence 
meets the last Friday of every month in Charleston 
and operates an email list.   
If you would like to find out more about AESI please 
contact aesiwv@verizon.net 
 
 

AESI is a project of Direct Action Welfare Group, Inc. 
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DAWG joined families from 
all over West Virginia for the 

Annual Family Leadership Conference. Over 200 
families attended this year The Conference is 
unique in that it allows the entire family including 
children to come and participate in informative 
workshops and fun activities.  All costs are covered 
by the sponsors of the event so all families have an 
opportunity to attend regardless of income.  

           Workshops were offered 
for teens and adults while the 
younger children enjoyed 
planned activities including 
swimming and arts and crafts.  
A new open art space for teens 
was a big hit this year. 

           We presented two work-
shops this year.  One workshop on teen parenting 
that was attended by several teen parents, as well 
as, adults and teens who were interested in learn-
ing more about what it was like to be a teen parent.  
We also presented a workshop on welfare and 
other economic issues that impact families in West 
Virginia.  

           The conference is an annual event of Fam-
ily Leadership First.  If your family is interested in 
participating. next year you can contact the DAWG 
office in February 2006 for an application.     
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� ���� The right to a useful and remunerative job in the 
industries or shops or farms or mines of the na-
tion; 

*    The right to earn enough to provide adequate food 
and clothing and recreation; 

*    The right of every farmer to raise and sell his prod-
ucts at a return which will give him and his family a 
decent living; 

*    The right of every businessman, large and small, 
to trade in an atmosphere of freedom from unfair 
competition and domination by monopolies at 
home or abroad; 

*    The right of every family to a decent home; 
*    The right to adequate medical care and the oppor-

tunity to achieve and enjoy good health; 
*    The right to adequate protection from the eco-

nomic fears of old age, sickness, accident, and 
unemployment; 

� ���� The right to a good education. 
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for free lunch or $2,984 a month and qualify for 
reduced price lunch. 
Contact your child’s school for an application 
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WV has child care assistance that will help you 
pay the babysitter.  A family of four can make up 
to $2,097 a month (150% of the FPL) to first ap-
ply for assistance.  Once you are receiving assis-
tance a family of four’s income must go over 
$2,984 a month (185% of the FPL) before you 
will lose you child care assistance.  Contact 
your local DHHR office for more information. 
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· The IRS will give you money back (maybe thousands) 

if you qualify for Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) or 
the Child Tax Credit (CTC) 

· EITC or the CTC is not considered as income and 
should not affect benefits like welfare (TANF), food 
stamps, SSI, Medicaid, CHIP, foster care, adoption as-
sistance, or public housing. 

· Even if you have not claimed it. You could still qualify 
for EITC. If you are eligible, you can claim EITC for 
three years back.  

· You do not have to have children to get EITC but you 
do need to have children to get CTC 

 

For more info on EITC or the Child Tax Credit visit  
www.wveitc.com or call  toll free 1-800-WVA-EITC 
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You could receive financial aid—grants that you do not 
have to pay back—to go to college. Financial aid for col-
lege is not counted as income by DHHR. 
To apply free online visit www.fafsa.ed.gov 
If you are interested in going to college DAWG can help 
you through the process call us at (304) 347-9222 
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That you can qualify to receive free or reduced lunch for 
you r children in school.  For the 2005-2006 school year a 
family of four can make up to $2,097 a month and qualify 
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Minimum Wage vs. Poverty Line 
(family of four)
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The first weekend 
in April we went 
to Canaan Valley 
Resort for the An-
nual Family Lead-
ership Confer-
ence. There were 
a few trainings for 
teens to attend 
like the teen par-

enting workshop which was very informative.  
            Winter and several other teen moms talked 
about what it was like to be a teen mom.  They 
also had something new this year, a special open 
art space for teens.  It was one of the best things 
at the conference.  In the art workshop we made 
stuff like hats, water falls, and pottery.  It was 
really cool and we hope they have it again next 
year.  
            I talked to other teens at the conference 
about Teen DAWG. I learned about some other 
teen groups in our state like a girls group they 
have at High Rocks.  Teens had a say at that con-
ference and they were included in everything. We 
are hoping that next year they have a few more 

workshops for teens and that 
maybe Teen DAWG can have 
a workshop. The conference 
was a great.  We didn’t get 
snowed in this time like we 
did last year, but we almost 
did.  
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DAWG/Teen DAWG 
PO Box 20079 

Char leston, WV 25362 
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Teen DAWG Meetings 

Teen DAWG will begin holding monthly 
meetings starting this May, the first Satur-
day of every month at the same time and 
location as the DAWG meetings.  

 

AESI Meetings 

The Alliance for Economic Security and In-
dependence meets the last Friday of the 
month from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. To 
find out the location of the next meeting 
contact the DAWG office at (304) 347-9222 
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 By George Lakoff 

What  DAWG i s Readi ng 

A great guide to making social change hap-
pen. Randy Shaw shows how to use the 
power of grassroots to inspire "fear and loath-
ing" in politicians, building diverse coalitions, 
and harness the media, the courts, and the 
electoral process. He writes that the most im-
portant  way to create change is to be proac-
tive and to develop tactical plans and long 
term agendas. 
It is a great book for anyone who is interested 
in creating change. 
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By Randy Shaw  

DAWG Meetings 

DAWG holds a community meeting in 
the Charleston area the first Satur-
day of every month from 11:00 am 
until 2:00pm. The meeting in May will 
be held at PRO-Kids.  Located on the 
2nd floor of Baptist Temple on the 
Corners of Quarrier and Morris 
Streets. We provide lunch and talk 
about what issues we are dealing with. 
To find out more about this meeting or 
if you are interested in starting these 
meetings in you area contact the office 
(304) 347-9222. 
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George Lakoff explains the difference between the way 
conservatives and progressives frame issues. He explains 
how both sides of the political debate look at traditional 
American values and how this has affected the political cli-
mate in the United States.  Lakoff gives clear  examples of 
how issues can be framed to appeal to the larger public 
and how the republican party has used this knowledge to 
advance its agenda.   
It is a very interesting take on how to get your message 
across in a very conservative political climate.   

Disclaimer 
D.A.W.G. is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization and does 
not endorse any political party 
or candidate.  The views of 
contributors of this newsletter 
are their own. 
D.A.W.G. believes in the 
freedom of speech and the 
right of people living in pov-
erty to express their views 
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Public Welfare Foundation  
Appalachian Community Fund   

Commission on Religion in Appalachia 
The Schoenbaum Family Foundation  

 The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation 
Individual Donors like YOU 
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Teen Institute (TI) is a program held nationwide aimed at helping young 
people become leaders around the prevention of alcohol, tobacco, other 
drugs, violence and other critical health decisions they face each day. Since 
1996, the Adolescent Health Initiative at United Way of Central WV has 
spearheaded The Regional Teen Institute for young people from Boone, 
Clay, Kanawha and Putnam Counties. To support the leadership aspect, 

youth who have previously attended Teen Institute help plan the regional event and serve as staff during it. 
During their time at Teen Institute, participants will attend workshops on a variety of health related topics, be 
involved in small discussion groups called family groups, and participate in may fun activities. Teen Institute is 
a prevention program and NOT a treatment program, so young people who are involved in alcohol, tobacco, 
or other drug use should NOT apply. 
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Students from Boone, Clay, Kanawha and Putnam counties who are going into the 8th or 9th grade in the 
coming school year are invited to apply. Participation is limited to 70 students, so there is an application proc-
ess. Selection may be based on geographic representation from each county and on personal references and 
information. Selection is NOT based on grade point average or the number of activities in which a student is 
involved. In fact students who are not involved in a lot of activities are en-
couraged to attend. Often, young people who attend TI are invited to partici-
pate in volunteer opportunities throughout the year; so young people without 
a full agenda are more likely to have time to help us out All participants are 
expected to be tobacco and drug free! 
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Margo Friend, the Adolescent Health Coordinator at United Way of Central 
WV, Bill O’Dell Community Development Specialist at the West Virginia Pre-
vention Resource Center, The Charleston Public Safety Council’s Youth 
Task Force, The Regional Family Resource Network, Clay County Family 
Resource Network, Charleston Police Department, the Black Diamond Girls 
Scout Council and many volunteers are key partners in planning and holding the event. Community volun-
teers serve as staff, and there are always medical personnel on duty during the entire event.  
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Camp Rippling Waters is a Church of God Campground located off the Hanes Branch Exit of Interstate 77 
near Sissonville. It is approximately 1/2 hour form Charleston. Most of the activities at TI occur in the confer-
ence center, which has a large meeting room, a kitchen and dining room. The participants and staff all stay in 
rustic cabins. Each cabin sleeps 7, usually with 5 participants, an adult staff and a youth staff in each cabin. 
The TI steering committee makes every effort to have participants sleep in the same cabin as their friends. 
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All applicants will be notified NO LATER THAN JUNE 1st. At this time, participants will receive a list of things 
to bring along. The application with the complete medical form must be returned in order for them to attend. 
The steering committee, made up of former TI participants and the above mentioned individuals and organi-

zations, suggests that you mark your calendar NOW! 
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In order to provide an equal opportunity for youth form a variety of socio-
economic backgrounds to attend there is only a $15.00 fee , with scholar-
ships available. Teen Institute is funded by grants and donations. 
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To get an application or to find out more contact Margo Friend at 340-3622 or 
by email at mefriend522@yahoo.com or Bill O’Dell at 776-4995 email 
odell24@Marshall.edu  

 
 

You can visit the website and view pictures from past TIs http://uwaycentralwv.org/pages/teen.php 
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Mary Baker with DAWG display dur-
ing Children’s Day at the Legislature. 


