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Our Mission 

 
Direct Action Welfare Group (DAWG) is a statewide grassroots 

organization comprised of current and former public assistance 

recipients, low wage workers, people living in poverty, and 

concerned individuals who come together to share information 

and ideas and to advocate for each other, their neighbors, and 

themselves.  Direct Action Welfare Group’s vision is the end 

of poverty in West Virginia.  In order to make this vision a 

reality, we advocate with low-income families for economic 

justice 

 

 
 
 
 

DAWG believes…. 

� Poor people of West Virginia can stand together as an 

organized community to fight against discrimination and 

the suffering of poverty. 

 

� No matter how poor you are you have a voice and rights 

as a human being. 

 

� Every individual should be treated fairly regardless of 

race, creed, nationality, income, sexual orientation, 

religion, gender, age, or educational level. 

 

� Access to services and assistance is a right and not a 

benefit 

 

� Everyone has the right to a good education including 

post-secondary education, medical, dental, and vision 

care, a job at a living wage, affordable childcare, decent 

housing and adequate food and clothing. 

 

� Every mother should have the option to choose to stay 

home and care for her children or work 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Our History  
 

The Direct Action Welfare Group (D.A.W.G.) grew out of 

a small group of friends who met in an apartment in a low-

income housing project.  As these women learned the rules and 

regulations of the many programs that affected their families, 

they began to share their knowledge with others in the 

community. 

  When these women began to move off public 

assistance and into the workforce they began to look at more 

issues that impacted their lives.  At this point they began to 

encounter groups in other states who were working on these 

same issues.  As a result of this, these women decided to 

become a formal organization that would provide a voice for the 

poor in West Virginia.  

For nearly a year these women ran the organization on a 

strictly volunteer basis with no budget.  With the help of many 

community organizations and grassroots groups in other states, 

D.A.W.G. was able to become incorporated in the state of West 

Virginia in 2002 and receive 501(c) 3 nonprofit status from the 

IRS in April 2003. 

 

 

What We Do 

Empower � Educate � Advocate 

� Empower current and former welfare recipients, low wage 

workers, and people living in poverty by providing them with 

the knowledge and the tools to change their lives. 

� Educate current and former welfare recipients, low wage 

workers, and persons living in poverty on their rights and 

how to advocate on behalf of themselves and others 

concerning their rights. 

� Advocate for individuals who living in poverty and dealing 

with poverty issues 

� Educate the public and lawmakers on poverty and welfare 

issues from the perspective of people who are living with 

these issues 

� Organize people in poverty including youth to provide a 

voice to be heard on the local, state, and national level.  
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Appalachian Immersion Train the Trainers Trip 
DAWG hosted a Train the Trainers Immersion Trip in 
conjunction with Poverty Initiative at Union Theological 
Seminary of Columbia University.  The trip was attended by 
students and faculty from 12 different colleges and universities 
including Columbia University, Ithaca College, Boston 
University, Union Theological Seminary, City University of New 
York, Cabrini College and Methodist Theological School.  The 
participants learned about West Virginia’s rich heritage and long 
history of organizing for change. Participants visited Matewan, 
Chestnut Ridge, Kayford Mountain, Charleston, Wheeling, and 
Big Ugly. They visited Headstarts, community centers, and soup 
kitchens. They spent time getting to know people and learning 
about the organizations working to make change in West 
Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benefits Education 
DAWG has partnered with Family 
Leadership First to present 
workshops all over the state as 
part of their Family Links 
Trainings. DAWG presented our 
Quick Reference Guide to Public 
Assistance in WV training as part 
of the Family Links trainings. Through this partnership we 
trained 24 individuals in 2008. 
 

Appalachian Studies Association Conference 
DAWG and Teen DAWG participated in the Appalachian 
Studies Association Conference where DAWG appeared on a 
panel to discuss the Appalachian Action 
Coalition.  Teen DAWG participated in 
the Voices of Appalachia Portrait 
Exhibition. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Immersion Trip 
Members of Teen DAWG were invited 
to attend a Youth Summit in New York 
City sponsored by the Poverty Initiative. 
Youth from New York City, Philadelphia 
and rural Pennsylvania also 
participated in 2 days of discussion 
about youth in poverty. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Exchange 
Teen DAWG participated in a youth exchange with Philadelphia 
Student Union (PSU).  PSU youth visited West Virginia where 
they met with Teen DAWG youth and toured the Charleston 
Area.  The youth also visited Kayford Mountain where they saw 
a Mountain Top Removal Site.  Later in the year youth from 
Teen DAWG visited PSU in Philadelphia where they attended a 
meeting to discuss school funding issues in Philadelphia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Leadership Conference 
Over 150 people attended  the14th Annual Family Leadership 
Conference that was entirely planned by DAWG The 
conference is provided through a partnership of Family 
Leadership First, Direct Action Welfare Group, Mountain State 
Direct Action Center, Mountain State Parents— CAN, and Step 
By Step. Families from all over West Virginia participated in a 
weekend of learning and networking.  Workshop topics included 
Money Management, Identity Theft, Medicaid and Your Rights, 
Legislature 101, Internet Safety for Parents, and IEP and 
Special Education.  Guest speakers at the conference included 
Jason Najmulski, the Commissioner of DHHR Bureau of 

Children and Families and 
Benita Whitman.  This is 
DAWG’s fifth year being a 
co-sponsor of this event and 
first year planning the entire 
event. 

 

Teen Track 
DAWG, through our Teen 
DAWG program, brings teens 
together from all over the state 
for meetings to plan and 
facilitate the Teen Track at the Family Leadership Conference.  
The teens choose the workshops topics and present the 
workshops for other teens and their parents. Teen DAWG has 
spearheaded this since the inception of the Teen Track in 2006. 
The Teen Track offered workshops for high school aged and 
middle school aged youth. Workshop topics included Bullying, 
Internet Safety, Fitness, Parent/Teen Communication, 
Protecting Yourself, and Drug and Alcohol Awareness. 



 
 

 

Symposium on World Religions 

and Poverty 
February 19-22, 2008 in conjunction 
with the inauguration of Professor 
Paul Knitter to the Paul Tillich Chair, 
the Poverty Initiative at Union 
Theological Seminary of Columbia 
University presented:“Religions of 
the World and Poverty: A 
Symposium.” The Symposium 

brought together renowned spokespersons from religious 
traditions around the world to meet with local activists, religious 
leaders, and poor people to explore ways of collaborating to 
achieve economic justice.  Presenters included Professor Paul 
Knitter , the Venerable Dhammananda of Thailand, Dr. Ved 
Shravah , Dr. Asghar Ali Engineer of India , Rabbi Levi 
Weiman-Kelman of Israel, Imam Talib Abdur-Rashid and   Chief 
Oren Lyons of the Onondaga Nation.   DAWG’s Executive 
Director, Evelyn Dortch, had the honor of being one of the 

poverty scholars invited to 
participate in this historic 
event.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo by Anthony Clark 

Poverty Scholars 
DAWG and Teen DAWG members were among the 45 veteran 
and emerging low-income leaders nominated to participate in 
Union Theological Seminary’s Poverty Initiative’s first class of 
Poverty Scholars. The Poverty Scholars Program develops and 
expands upon an innovative, intellectually rigorous, human 
rights based, popular education program/curriculum for 
grassroots activists towards 
building a movement to end 
poverty. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Health Choices 

DAWG joined with other members of FACES on Medicaid to 
call for the suspension of the state’s new Medicaid program 
Mountain Health Choices because of the negative impacts the 
program was having on families in West Virginia. 
DAWG also released a survey of Medicaid recipients and 
Providers which substantiated our claim that people were not 
properly informed about the new program and thus were not 
receiving the care they needed.  Our survey was the first 
released using data collected from actual program recipients.   
 
 
 
 

Additional Program Highlights 

� Teen DAWG published a 2nd edition of the Teen 2 Teen 
Resource Guide.  150 copies of the guide were distributed to 
youth throughout the state of West Virginia at the Family 
Leadership Conference as well as youth from rural 
Pennsylvania, New York, and Philadelphia who attended the 
Youth Summit 

� DAWG distributed information about applying for school 
clothing vouchers and other benefits to 1,000 low income 
families. 

� DAWG distributed information about the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, Child Tax Credit, and free tax preparation to 1,500 
low income individuals. 

� DAWG provided funding for low income individuals to 
participate in Children’s Day at the Legislature, Family 
Leadership Conference, meetings in New York, 
Philadelphia, and Washington DC, regional and local 
meetings, and to attend trainings. 

� DAWG distributed newsletters to over 1,000 low income 
families quarterly. 

� Our Executive Director was invited to attend the National 
Legal Aid and Defenders Association Annual Conference in 
Washington DC 

� Our Executive Director, Evelyn Dortch, was a guest speaker 
on a panel about economic justice during Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days in Washington DC. 

� DAWG held a strategic planning retreat where the mission 
was revised and a values statement were developed. 

� DAWG completely revised our website making it more user 
friendly. In the week following the release of the Mountain 
Health Choices Survey, we received over 2,000 hits on our 
website. 
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    Financial Information 
 
 
 

2008 

 
Contributions               2,602.70 
Grants Receive                                       39,000.00 
 

Total Income                         41,602.70           

 
 

Program Expense           40,539.29 
Administration Expense            6,407.66 
Fundraising Expense               732.49 
 

Total Expense            49,742.93 

 
 

 
2007 

 
Contributions               5,471.49 
Grants Receive                                       47,450.00 
 

Total Income                         52,921.49            

 
 

Program Expense           44,865.75 
Administration Expense            4,173.73 
Fundraising Expense               703.45 
 

Total Expense            49,742.93 

 

    

Special Thanks to Our SupportersSpecial Thanks to Our SupportersSpecial Thanks to Our SupportersSpecial Thanks to Our Supporters    
 

Union Theological Seminary 
Evelyn Dortch 

Southern Partners Fund 
Patty Wray 

The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation 
Helaine Rotgin 

Mary Baker 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Julie Archer 
Beth Dortch 

Paul Sheridan 
Sam Hickman 

Kathryn Allen Stone 
Bonnie Brown 

Michele Baranaskas 
Beth Morrison 
Bethany Ellard 

Jacqueline Englehardt 
Jill Kriesky 

Nancy Gutherie 
Renate Pore 

Mountain State Education and Research Foundation 
Hannah Mongi 

Karl Ruttan 
Jim McKay 

Lisa Westfall 
Cheyney Straughter 

Pete Myers 
Amanda Gayle Reed 

 
Special thanks to all our volunteers and members who make 

this all possible. 
 

DAWG does not receive state or federal funds nor do we 
receive United Way money. We are dependent on contributions 
from individual donors and foundations to accomplish our work.



                                                                                 - 10 - 

 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
AffiliationsAffiliationsAffiliationsAffiliations    

    
In 2008 DAWG staff were members of the following boards and 
steering committees: 

� National Center for Law and Economic Justice 

� Appalachian Action Coalition 

� Appalachian Community Fund 

� American Friends Service Committee NCRC-CRU 

� AFSC Economic Justice Task Force 

� WV Economic Justice Project  of AFSC - Project Board 

� Community Shares of West Virginia 

� The Alliance for Sustainable Families 

� P.I.E.C.E.S. 

� Family Leadership First 

� WV Legislative Action Team for Children and Families 
(Cross Coalition) 

� FACES on Medicaid 

� West Virginians United 
 

2008 Board of Directors 
 

Sharron Witherspoon – President 
Teresa Burdette – Vice President 

Sondra Jackson – Secretary/Treasurer 
Bob McConnell 
Mike Toothman 

Aniya Witherspoon 
Tierah Williams 

Evelyn Dortch – Executive Director 
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Direct Action Welfare Group Inc. 
PO Box 20079 

Charleston, WV 25362 
(304)539-3157 

www.wvdawg.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


