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In Memory of Tony Smith  
 

On January 14, 2010 just shy of his 18th birthday, Loren "Tony" Smith passed away after a long 

battle with cancer.  Tony was a member of Teen DAWG and a youth volunteer for DAWG.  He was 

a talented artist and a great friend.  He will be sadly missed by everyone here at DAWG. 
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Our Mission 

 
Direct Action Welfare Group (DAWG) is a statewide grassroots 

organization comprised of current and former public assistance 

recipients, low wage workers, people living in poverty, and 

concerned individuals who come together to share information 

and ideas and to advocate for each other, their neighbors, and 

themselves.  Direct Action Welfare Group’s vision is the end 

of poverty in West Virginia.  In order to make this vision a 

reality, we advocate with low-income families for economic 

justice 

 

 

 

 

DAWG believes…. 

 Poor people of West Virginia can stand together as an 

organized community to fight against discrimination and 

the suffering of poverty. 

 

 No matter how poor you are you have a voice and rights 

as a human being. 

 

 Every individual should be treated fairly regardless of 

race, creed, nationality, income, sexual orientation, 

religion, gender, age, or educational level. 

 

 Access to services and assistance is a right and not a 

benefit 

 

 Everyone has the right to a good education including 

post-secondary education, medical, dental, and vision 

care, a job at a living wage, affordable childcare, decent 

housing and adequate food and clothing. 

 

 Every mother should have the option to choose to stay 

home and care for her children or work 
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Our History  

 

The Direct Action Welfare Group (D.A.W.G.) grew out of 

a small group of friends who met in an apartment in a low-

income housing project.  As these women learned the rules and 

regulations of the many programs that affected their families, 

they began to share their knowledge with others in the 

community. 

  When these women began to move off public 

assistance and into the workforce they began to look at more 

issues that impacted their lives.  At this point they began to 

encounter groups in other states who were working on these 

same issues.  As a result of this, these women decided to 

become a formal organization that would provide a voice for the 

poor in West Virginia.  

For nearly a year these women ran the organization on a 

strictly volunteer basis with no budget.  With the help of many 

community organizations and grassroots groups in other states, 

D.A.W.G. was able to become incorporated in the state of West 

Virginia in 2002 and receive 501(c) 3 nonprofit status from the 

IRS in April 2003. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What We Do 

Empower  Educate  Advocate 

 Empower current and former welfare recipients, low wage 

workers, and people living in poverty by providing them with 

the knowledge and the tools to change their lives. 

 Educate current and former welfare recipients, low wage 

workers, and persons living in poverty on their rights and 

how to advocate on behalf of themselves and others 

concerning their rights. 

 Advocate for individuals who living in poverty and dealing 

with poverty issues 

 Educate the public and lawmakers on poverty and welfare 

issues from the perspective of people who are living with 

these issues 

 Organize people in poverty including youth to provide a 

voice to be heard on the local, state, and national level.  
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Region 2 One Day Conference 
 

In January, DAWG held a a one day training for families in 
Region 2  at the Schoenbaum Family Enrichment Center in 
Charleston, WV. The event was attended by 46 individuals from 
Kanawha, Roane, Putnam, and Mingo counties, as well as, 
several attendees from other regions of the state.  
 
 
 
 
 
Workshops were offered on the following topics: 

 Community Involvement and Resources 
 IEP’s and the Parent Education Resource Center 
 Understanding Medicaid Changes 
 Housing Discrimination 
 State Earned Income Tax Credit 
 Accessing Higher Education and Financial Aid 
 Big Things for Little Brains 
 Stand up to Bullying 
 Utility Assistance Programs 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DAWG Office Opens 
 
On April 1, 2009, after a few 
roof repairs, the DAWG office 
officially opened on the West 
Side of Charleston. We choose 
the perfect location right 
between the Charleston 
Housing office and two housing 
projects. The office is also 
located on the same bus line 
as the local welfare office. 

 

Poverty Scholars 
 
DAWG and Teen DAWG members 
were among veteran and emerging 
low-income leaders nominated to 
participate in Union Theological 
Seminary’s Poverty Initiative’s first 

class of Poverty Scholars. The Poverty Scholars Program 
develops and expands upon an innovative, intellectually 
rigorous, human rights based, popular education 
program/curriculum for grassroots activists towards building a 
movement to end poverty.  
 

“I was very impressed with it all and found it 
to be very useful information. Thanks.” 

“I never thought I’d ever get a chance to study at a 
university and here I am a Poverty Scholar in New York at 
Columbia. Wow! We really are the poverty experts. ” 
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Community Giveaways 
 
DAWG held two community clothing giveaways one in the 
spring and one In the Fall.  Thanks to a partnership with Believe 
in WV’s Storehouse, Mighty Visions Ministry, and community 
donors, we were able to provide over 100 families with new and 
gently used clothing, shoes, and coats. 

 

Literacy 
 
Family Bookshelf 
Through our Family Bookshelf program 
we have distributed over 800 books to low 
income adults, children and senior citizens 
in Kanawha County. 
 
 
 
 

Early Literacy 
Through our Early Literacy 
program we have educated 
35 families on the importance 
of early literacy and the need 
to read to their pre-school 
aged children.   

Crime Night Out 

 
In August, DAWG partnered with 
Littlepage Residents Management 
Corporation to host Crime Night 
Out at Littlepage Terrace.  
Activities included safety 
demonstrations, Charleston Fire 
Department’s Smokehouse, food, 
games, and a bicycle raffle. Over 

50 families participated in the Crime Night Out activities.  
 

Healthcare for America Now 
 
DAWG worked in coalition with other organizations in West 
Virginia to bring attention to the need for healthcare for all 
Americans.  In West Virginia 17% of the population has no 
health coverage and one in four working age adults die each 
week due to lack of healthcare.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

“This is great!  Now I don’t have to 
worry about school shopping. I even 
got a dress for Prom.” 

“We need healthcare, 
other countries have it.” 

“DAWG taught me 
how to use my voice 
and take a stand.” 
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Community Baby Shower 

 
DAWG participated in UniCare’s Community Baby shower 
where we distributed gift bags and books to expecting mothers. 
Over 100 expecting and new mothers attended the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Outreach to College Students 
 
DAWG meets each year 
with college students who 
spend their breaks in 
Appalachia.  The college 
students participate in 
immersion trips and 
volunteer on work teams 
to provide housing 
repairs. In 2009, we had the pleasure of meeting with students 
from Cabrini College in Pennsylvania.  In the past we have met 
with students from Notre Dame, Case Western, and Columbia 
to name a few.  We take this opportunity to educate the 
students on the issues in Appalachia and how they can make 
and create change while they are here and when they return to 
their own communities.  

 
. 

Monthly Pot Luck Dinners 
 
DAWG holds monthly Pot Luck Dinners for our members and 
the general public. This enables people in the community to 
stop by share a meal and find out what DAWG is all about.  It 
also gives our donors a chance to stop by and meet some of 
the people we work with. An average of 15 people attends the 
dinner each month. In June, we had staff from Poverty Initiative 
in New York join us for our monthly Pot Luck. Everyone brought 
their favorite West Virginia dish to share with our friends from 
New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It’s great, when you’re expecting, to see that someone thinks 
about gifts for the mother and not just the baby. Thank you.” 

“We always eat good when we come to West Virginia.” 
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Poverty Scholars Leadership School 
 
In August, DAWG hosted over 150 community and religious 
leaders from anti-poverty organizations around the country at 
Camp Virgil Tate for a historic week-long leadership school.  
The school was a project of the Poverty Initiative of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City. 
 
Poverty leaders representing over 20 organizations participated.  
Groups included Domestic Workers United from New York, the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers from Florida, Poor Magazine 
from California, United Workers from Baltimore, May Day New 
Orleans, Michigan Welfare Rights Organization, and the United 
Taxi Workers Alliance from Philadelphia.  The school also 
included several international participants from the 
Shackdwellers Movement in South Africa, the Church of 
Scotland, and Justicia Global (Global Justice) in the Dominican 
Republic.  Youth from Teen DAWG, Philadelphia Student 
Union, and South Africa also participated. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To work together in Reigniting The Poor People’s 
Campaign: Finishing the Unfinished Business of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – in building a broad 
social movement to end poverty led by the poor – 
united across racial, geographic, religious and other 
divisions in order to win our human rights to housing, 
healthcare, education, living wage jobs, an adequate 
standard of living for all, and other economic rights – 
and in developing a communication and media 
infrastructure needed in reigniting this campaign. 

“Thanks to DAWG, I got to meet people 
from all over the world that have the 
same passion to end poverty that I do” 



 

10 
 

 



 

11 
 

Trainings 
 
Teen DAWG offered several trainings for Teens in 2009.  
Through the following trainings, we reached over 50 teens: 
 

 Preparing for College – which included information on 
applying for college, financial aid, and scholarships. 

 

 2 Good 4 Drugs and Violence - a comprehensive 
prevention education program for high school students. 
Designed to equip students with the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes they need to remain safe and drug free. 
 

 Just Yell Fire - a 46 minute instructional film that teaches 
girls personal safety awareness, some street-fighting 
skills to get out of attack situations, and presents a 
Dating Bill of Rights. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Service and Volunteering 
 
Teen DAWG members were very active and involved in 
community service projects and volunteering.  In 2009 Teens 
helped out with laying carpet and moving furniture into the new 
office; cleaning up the neighborhood around the office; creating 
displays and staffing a table at WV Power Park Volunteer 
Appreciation Day; and distributing food at a local food pantry 
 

 
 

“I really learned a lot from KC.  I am 
happy Teen DAWG did 2 Good 4 Drugs.” 

“Being in Teen DAWG has showed me how important it is to 
be the change you want to see.  You can’t just sit around and 
talk about the problems in the community. You have to do 
something if you ever want to make things better. .” 



 

                                                                                  

 

 

Poverty Scholars and Leadership School 
 
Four Teen DAWG members participated in the Poverty 
Scholars program in New York and ten members participated in 
the Poverty Scholars Leadership 
School.  As part of the Poverty 
Scholars program, Teen DAWG 
members met with youth from 
Philadelphia Student Union, 
Media Mobilizing Project, United 
Workers, and the Shackdwellers 
Movement of South Africa to 
discuss issues youth face and to 
strategize solutions.   
 
Teen DAWG members played a vital role alongside DAWG 
members in organizing the Leadership School.  Teen DAWG 
coordinated the printing of t-shirts; helped with collecting 
donations; organized a youth hike to Kanawha State Forest 
lead by master naturalists; and organized events at the WV 
State Cultural Center for the younger children in childcare. The 
Leadership School was a major undertaking and without the 
help of Teen DAWG and DAWG members we would not have 
been able to accomplish all we did.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Your Dog to Work Day 
 
Teen DAWG participated in 
National Take Your Dog to Work 
Day by bringing in their pets to the 
DAWG office and sharing with 
other teens the importance of 
taking care of your pets properly. 

 

 

 
 
Youth Trips 

 
In September, LGBT youth from 
Teen DAWG met with LGBT youth in 
Baltimore to discuss issues they 
face. 

 

 

 

 
In November, Teen DAWG 
members were rewarded for 
all their hard work this year 
with a day trip to Hawk’s Nest, 
Cathedral Falls, and New 
River Gorge to learn about the 
rich history of the depression 
era Citizen Conservation Corp 
in the region. 

“I really loved meeting with 
Carl and Sam in Baltimore 
and learning about the 
community there.” 
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Financial Information 
 

 

2009 

 
Contributions              5,708.99  
Grants Receive                                      60,000.00 
 

Total Income                         65,708.99          

 

 
Program Expense           56,938.76 
Administration Expense            7,268.47 
Fundraising Expense            2,244.30 
 

Total Expense            66,451.53 
 
 

 
2008 

         
Contributions               2,602.70 
Grants Receive                                       39,000.00 
 

Total Income                         41,602.70           

 

 
Program Expense           40,539.29 
Administration Expense            6,407.66 
Fundraising Expense               732.49 
 

Total Expense            49,742.93 
   

 

Affiliations 
 

In 2009 DAWG staff were members of the following boards and 
steering committees: 

 Appalachian Action Coalition 

 Appalachian Community Fund 

 Community Shares of West Virginia 

 FACES on Medicaid 

 Family Leadership First 

 National Center for Law and Economic Justice 

 P.I.E.C.E.S. 

 The Alliance for Sustainable Families 

 West Virginians United 

 WV Economic Justice Project  of AFSC - Project Board 

 WV Legislative Action Team for Children and Families 
(Cross Coalition) 

 WV Mental Health Planning Council 

 

 

 

2009 Board of Directors 
 

Patricia Wray – President 
Dave Wagner – Vice President 

Bob McConnell – Secretary/Treasurer 
Sondra Jackson 
Mike Toothman 

Kathy Cook 
Filacita Fataki 

Evelyn Dortch – Executive Director



 

                                                                                  

 

 

Special Thanks to Our Supporters, Donors, and Volunteers! 
Adrian Conneway 

AFL-CIO - WV 
Allie Regling 

Amanda Hallock 
Appalachian Community Fund 

Becca Harris 
Ben Franklin Career Center 

Benita Whitman 
Beth Dortch 
Beth Spence 

Black Angus Meats 
Bob McConnell 

Brenda Duff 
Caleb Marchal 

Camille Arceneaux 
Camp Virgil Tate 

Carlos Fields 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Charleston Fire Department 
Charleston Police Department 

Cheyenne Dortch 
Cheyney Straughter 

Chris Dortch 
Crystal Nadi 
Dan Talmage 
Dave Wagner 

Dave Warbutton 
Debbie McCartney 
Delisha Crowder 
Denise Talmage 
Domino’s Pizza 

Emily Hill 
Emily Schoenbaum 

Evelyn Dortch 
Family Leadership First 

Farm Table 
Flowers Bakery 

Foodland 

Frances Jones 
Gaye Evans 

Giovanni’s Pizza 
Haley Means 

Harvest Time Church of God 
Heiner's Bakery 

HoneyBaked Ham 
Husson’s Pizza 
James Nichols 

Jason Canterbury 
Jennifer Knuckles 
Joanie Warbutton 

John “Chicago” Hough 
John Waggy and the Master Naturalists 

Jon Fields 
Jonathan Burdette 

Jules Holland 
Julian Martin 
Kathy Cook 
Kenny Hall 

Kentucky Fried Chicken 
Krispy Kreme 

Kroger’s 
Littlepage Resident Management Corporation 

Long John Silvers 
Mary Baker 

Mighty Vision Fellowship 
Moriah Burdette 
Nakonjae McNeal 

Nelle Chilton 
Nick Marshall 

Norman Foundation 
Okusi Mantekulava 

Orchard Manor Resident Management Corp. 
Papa John’s Pizza 
Patricia Elswick 

Patty Wray 
Pepsi 

Pile Hardware 
Pipefitters Local 625 

Rachel Karnes 
Raisin’ Dough 
Randall Acord 

RAZE 
Ric McDowell 

Saint Andrews United Methodist 
Sam Roseberry 

Sandra Hale 
Sararose Burdette 

Schoenbaum Family Enrichment Center 
Shelby Roseberry 

Shelby Wray 
Sherri Facemier 

Sherri Miller 
Smokehouse Restaurant 
Southern Partners Fund 

Storehouse WV – Believe in WV 
T & M Meats 

Terence Shelnutt 
Teresa Burdette 

Terri Shelnutt 
The Copy Center 

Todd Wolfson 
Tony Smith 

Trendz 
Union Theological Seminary 

Vanessa VanGilder 
Wendy’s 

Wes Harris 
WV Cultural Center 

WV Secretary of State Office 
WV Tourism Board 

 

Special thanks to all our volunteers, donors, 
staff, and members who make this all possible. 

If we have left anyone out, we apologize. 
 



 

                                                                                  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Direct Action Welfare Group Inc. 

PO Box 20079 
Charleston, WV 25362 

(304)539-3157 
www.wvdawg.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wvdawg.org/

