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Our Mission 

 
Direct Action Welfare Group (DAWG) is a statewide grassroots 

organization comprised of current and former public assistance 

recipients, low wage workers, people living in poverty, and 

concerned individuals who come together to share information 

and ideas and to advocate for each other, their neighbors, and 

themselves.  Direct Action Welfare Group’s vision is the end 

of poverty in West Virginia.  In order to make this vision a 

reality, we advocate with low-income families for economic 

justice 

 

 

 

 

DAWG believes…. 

 Poor people of West Virginia can stand together as an 

organized community to fight against discrimination 

and the suffering of poverty. 

 

 No matter how poor you are you have a voice and 

rights as a human being. 

 

 Every individual should be treated fairly regardless of 

race, creed, nationality, income, sexual orientation, 

religion, gender, age, or educational level. 

 

 Access to services and assistance is a right and not a 

benefit 

 

 Everyone has the right to a good education including 

post-secondary education, medical, dental, and vision 

care, a job at a living wage, affordable childcare, 

decent housing and adequate food and clothing. 

 

 Every mother should have the option to choose to stay 

home and care for her children or work 
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Our History  
 

The Direct Action Welfare Group (D.A.W.G.) grew out of 

a small group of friends who met in an apartment in a low-

income housing project.  As these women learned the rules and 

regulations of the many programs that affected their families, 

they began to share their knowledge with others in the 

community. 

  When these women began to move off public 

assistance and into the workforce they began to look at more 

issues that impacted their lives.  At this point they began to 

encounter groups in other states who were working on these 

same issues.  As a result of this, these women decided to 

become a formal organization that would provide a voice for the 

poor in West Virginia.  

For nearly a year these women ran the organization on a 

strictly volunteer basis with no budget.  With the help of many 

community organizations and grassroots groups in other states, 

D.A.W.G. was able to become incorporated in the state of West 

Virginia in 2002 and receive 501(c) 3 nonprofit status from the 

IRS in April 2003. 

 

 

 

What We Do 

Empower  Educate  Advocate 

 Empower current and former welfare recipients, low wage 

workers, and people living in poverty by providing them with 

the knowledge and the tools to change their lives. 

 Educate current and former welfare recipients, low wage 

workers, and persons living in poverty on their rights and 

how to advocate on behalf of themselves and others 

concerning their rights. 

 Advocate for individuals who living in poverty and dealing 

with poverty issues 

 Educate the public and lawmakers on poverty and welfare 

issues from the perspective of people who are living with 

these issues 

 Organize people in poverty including youth to provide a 

voice to be heard on the local, state, and national level.  
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Mountain Health Choices – WV Medicaid 
 
West Virginia was one of the first states to request a waiver 
under the Deficit Reduction Act to change their state’s Medicaid 
program. The new program, Mountain Health Choices, had a 
terrible impact on families. The two tiered program limited 
and/or eliminated many services including prescriptions, mental 
health services, and cardiac care. Because of 
miscommunication and lack of sufficient outreach regarding the 
change to Medicaid, many families lost vital health services. 
DAWG worked on many levels for several years to fight against 
this program in coalition with other members of FACES on 
Medicaid.  In 2010, after being asked to review the state plan, 
the federal government ruled that the state cannot automatically 
enroll adults with children on Medicaid into the Mountain Health 
Choices program.  With this ruling and the work we have done 
this program was ended in September 2010.  This was a big 
win for us and a big win for 250,000 poor Medicaid recipients 
that were impacted by Mountain Health Choices, 79% of which 
were children.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

US Social Forum 
 
DAWG was able to cover the costs for 2 adults and 3 youth 
from West Virginia and 1 youth from Baltimore to travel to 
Detroit for a week to participate in the US Social Forum.  DAWG 
presented at the opening and closing People’s Movement 
Assembly -Poverty Summits and the Poverty Scholars 
workshop.  DAWG also developed and presented a workshop 
on rural organizing entitled Climbing the Mountain: Rural 
Organizing in Appalachia. In addition to participating in the 
Social Forum, while in Detroit, DAWG members visited with 
local soup kitchens and shelters to find out more about 
conditions in Detroit and how the 
economy has affected the community.  
 

 

Poverty Assembly 
 
In December, 2010, DAWG members traveled to Chicago to 
meet with other members of the Peoples Movement Assembly-
Poverty Summit to evaluate the Poverty Summit and the Social 
Forum and to discuss next steps in building a stronger 
movement to end poverty. 
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DAWG Office Expansion 

 
In August 2010, DAWG expanded the office into two additional 
buildings.  One building dedicated to donations and clothing 
giveaways and one building dedicated to a Teen/Training 
Center.  Thanks to the help of many volunteers and the 
Pipefitters Union, the buildings were up and running in time for 
our Halloween Open House which featured Teen DAWG’s own 
rock band – Bad Karma. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Community 
Giveaways 
 
DAWG held two 
community clothing 
giveaways one in the 
spring and one In the 
Fall.  Thanks to a 

partnership with Believe in WV’s Storehouse, Mighty Visions 
Ministry, and community donors, we were able to provide over 
150 families with new and gently used clothing, shoes, coats, 
and other household items. 
 

Poverty Scholars 
 
DAWG and Teen DAWG members were among veteran and 
emerging low-income leaders nominated to participate in Union 
Theological Seminary’s Poverty Initiative’s Poverty Scholars 
Program. The Poverty Scholars Program develops and expands 
upon an innovative, intellectually rigorous, human rights based, 
popular education program/curriculum for grassroots activists 
towards building a movement to end poverty. As part of the 
Poverty Scholars Program DAWG participated in several 
gatherings including: 

 Domestic Workers United Gala to celebrate the passing 
of the Domestic Worker’s Bill of Rights in New York. 

 Planning for the 2011 Leadership School 

 Lectures and discussions with author Chris Hedges and 
S'bu Zikode, President of South Africa’s Shackdwellers 
Movement 

 DAWG wrote a chapter about our organization as well as 
organizing in rural Appalachia for a new book A New and 
Unsettling Force: Reigniting Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s Poor People’s Campaign published by the Poverty 
Initiative at Union Theological Seminary of Columbia 
University. We also attended 
a book signing event. 

 



                                                                                  

 

 

Literacy 
 
Family Bookshelf 
Through our Family Bookshelf program we have distributed 
over 600 books to low income adults, children and senior 
citizens in Kanawha County. 
 

Early Literacy 
Through our Early Literacy 
program we have educated 50 
families on the importance of 
early literacy and the need to 
read to their pre-school aged 
children.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fair Housing Rights 
 
DAWG has partnered with Northern WV Center for Independent 
Living, WV Association of Realtors, Community Living Initiative 
Corp., and WV Assistive Technology Center to present Fair 
Housing workshops throughout the state in 2010 and 2011.  
 
DAWG also worked with residents of low income housing in 
Wood and Kanawha Counties to deal with unfair treatment by 
management. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teens - Community Service and Volunteering 
 
Teen DAWG members were very active and involved in 
community service projects and volunteering.  In 2010 Teens 
helped out with 

 Moving furniture and painting the new office buildings 

 Reading to young children whose parents were waiting 
for the bus at the stop in front of the office. 

 Planning and hosting the Halloween Open House. 

 Raising funds for the trip to the US Social Forum in 
Detroit. 

 Assisting at the giveaways 
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Iowa Youth Mission Trip 
 
In 2010, Teen DAWG met with the First Baptist Church of 
Iowa’s youth during their mission trip to West Virginia.  The 
youth visited Kayford Mountain and then met with Teen DAWG 
for dinner at the DAWG office.  They spent several hours with 
Teen DAWG learning about the reality of life in West Virginia 
and discussing the issues teens face. The teens were surprised 
at how much they had in common since both Iowa and West 
Virginia are very rural states. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Few Additional Highlights 
 
 
 DAWG and Teen DAWG members attended the Annual 

Family Leadership Conference. DAWG presented a 
workshop on homelessness and housing issues. 

 DAWG participated in the Money Smart Week Financial 
Literacy Fair. 

 DAWG conducted outreach and education on several 
state legislative issues including the need for a State 
Earned Income Tax Credit and the detrimental effects of 
drug testing welfare recipients.  

 DAWG stood in solidarity with the Unified Taxi Workers 
Alliance of Southeastern Pennsylvania during their fight 
for workers compensation and handicap accessible cabs.
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Financial Information 

 

 

2010 
 

Contributions              13,335.02 
Grants Receive                                        60,000.00 
 

Total Income                         73,335.02       

 

 
Program Expense           66,474.16 
Administration Expense            5,809.29 
Fundraising Expense            2,324.38 
 

Total Expense            74,607.83 
 
 

 
2009 

         
Contributions               5,708.99 
Grants Receive                                       60,000.00 
 

Total Income                         65,708.99           

 

 
Program Expense           56,938.76 
Administration Expense            7,268.47 
Fundraising Expense             2,244.30 
 

Total Expense            66,451.53 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affiliations 
 

In 2010 DAWG staff were members of the following boards and 
steering committees: 

 Appalachian Action Coalition 

 Appalachian Community Fund 

 Community Shares of West Virginia 

 FACES on Medicaid 

 Family Leadership First 

 National Center for Law and Economic Justice 

 P.I.E.C.E.S. 

 Poverty Scholars Leadership Council (UTS-PI) 

 US Social Forum Youth Work Group 

 West Virginia’s Alliance for Sustainable Families 

 West Virginians United 

 WV Economic Justice Project  of AFSC - Project Board 

 WV Legislative Action Team for Children and Families 
(Cross Coalition) 

 WV Mental Health Planning Council 



                                                                                  

 

 

Special Thanks to Our Supporters, Donors, and Volunteers! 

 
Aaron Hale 

AFL-CIO - WV 
Amanda Gayle Reed 
Amanda’s Candles 
American Billiards 
Andre Brumfield 
Andrew Turley 

Appalachian Community Fund 
Bad Karma 

Beth Dortch 
Beth Spence 
Betsy Kent 
Billy Wilson 
Bob Evan’s  

Bob McConnell 
Bobbie Hatfield 

Boy Scout Troop #64 
Brenda Duff 

Brittany 
Budget Records and Tapes 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
Cheyenne Dortch 

Cheyney Straughter 
Chris Dortch 

Cold Spot 
Common Counsel Grassroots Exchange Fund 

Coonskin 
Cornucopia 

Cracker Barrel 
Dave Wagner 

Debbie McCartney 
Domino’s Pizza 

Edible Arrangements 
Emily Schoenbaum 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car St. Albans 
Estate of Meg Jean Colman 

Evelyn Dortch 

Family Leadership First 
First Baptist Church of Des Moines Iowa 

Gaye Evans 
Golden Corral 

Grand Prix 
Great American Cookie Company 

Great Escapes Theater 
Henry Freedman 

James Harris 
Jennifer Knuckles 

John “Chicago” Hough 
John Lawson 

Jon Wray 
Jonathan Wray 
Julian Martin 
Julie Archer 
Kathy Cook 
Kelsey Hall 
Kenny Hall 

Kroger’s 
KVC Behavioral Health 

Mary Baker 
Matt Martin 
McDonald’s 
Merry Maids 

Michele Baranaskas 
Mighty Vision Fellowship 

Norman Foundation 
Okusi Mantekulava 

Olive Garden 
Orchard Manor Resident Management Corp. 

Papa John’s Pizza 
Patty Wray 

Peace Development Fund 
Picture People 
Pile Hardware 

Pipefitters Local 625 

Ric McDowell 
Sam Hickman 
Sandra Hale 

Savanti Webb 
Schoenbaum Family Enrichment Center 

Shamell Webb 
Shelby Wray 

Shoney’s 
Silly Band Stand 

Smokehouse Restaurant 
Southern Partners Fund 

Stephen Spencer 
Storehouse WV – Believe in WV 

Tammy Frazee 
Target Foundation 

The Schoenbaum Family Foundation 
The Wine Shoppe 

Travis 
Tudor’s Biscuit World 

Union Theological Seminary- Poverty Initiative 
Vanessa VanGilder 

Venture Lanes 
YMCA of Charleston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Special thanks to all our volunteers, donors, 
staff, and members who make this all 

possible. If we have left anyone out, we 
apologize. 

 



                                                                                  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Direct Action Welfare Group Inc. 

PO Box 20079 
Charleston, WV 25362 

www.wvdawg.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wvdawg.org/

