
DAWG:  Self Development of People Fund at Work in West Virginia 
 

Direct Action Welfare Group grew out of a small group of 

welfare mothers who met to discuss concerns in their own 

lives as they struggled with the 

realities of welfare reform and the 

work first model.  DAWG has 

grown since incorporation in 2002 

from an all volunteer organization.  

We started as 7 women 

meeting in the projects and have grown into a statewide 

organization.  Not only have we been able to grow in size but 

we have been able to influence the way people in poverty are 

seen in our state.  Due to our efforts, people in poverty are 

now being asked to join in some of the discussions about 

services and changes that affect them.  We have not changed 

the system but we have been able to get our foot in the door.   

In our efforts to stop the brutal cuts to state TANF 

programs, our state found out that people in poverty would no 

longer lie down and take what was handed to them.  DAWG 

formed a statewide coalition of families, advocates, university 

chairs, and other members of the business and professional 

community.  Unlikely partners came together to fight to stop 

the cuts.  Due to our organizing efforts, we were able to win 

$8 million to stop cuts to child care funding and to restore the 

school clothing voucher program.   

Current activities we are working on include the 

FACES on Medicaid coalition, which brings together labor 

unions, people in poverty, churches, and other concerned 

citizens together to fight the cuts to the state Medicaid 

program.  We are working with the WV Council of Churches 

on the Let Justice Roll/Living Wage Campaign and with WV 

United for Social and Economic Justice.  We are also working 

with the AFSC to hold free 

financial aid trainings and 

information sessions for 

non-traditional low-income 

students who want to 

access higher education 

and vocational training.  

This is in addition to the rights and advocacy training we 

already provide free of charge to adults and youth.  We work 

with numerous groups inside and outside of West Virginia 

including the National Center for Law and Economic Justice, 

Legal Aid of WV, Southern Welfare Activist Connection, 

Family Leadership First, and Family Resource Networks. 

DAWG does not accept state or federal money or 

receive money from United Way.  We are completely funded 

by individual donors and foundations, including the 

Presbyterian Self Development of People Fund.  On 

Saturday, October 7 starting at 6pm, we will be holding 

our first annual fundraiser auction and award dinner at St. 

Andrew’s United Methodist Church in St. Albans.  The dinner 

is free and open to anyone who would 

like to come and support our work.  

We are asking for donations, which 

are tax deductible, and hope that you 

will stay around for our auction and a 

wonderful gospel performance by 

DAWG member Tierra Williams,  

who was a feature at Multi-fest.  

If you would like to find out more about DAWG and 

our programs please visit our website at www.wvdawg.org .  

If you would like for someone to come and speak to your 

group or congregation about DAWG and poverty issues, you 

can contact the office at 304-347-9222 or by email at 

info@wvdawg.org.  If you would like to be added to our 

mailing list, volunteer or want to support our work you can 

reach us at DAWG - PO Box 20079, Charleston, WV 25362 


